What is an international
school?

oxymoron
n. pl. ox·y·mo·ra or ox·y·mo·rons
A rhetorical figure in which incongruous or contradictory terms are
combined, as in a deafening silence and a mournful optimist.
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/oxymoron

“An international school is a school that promotes international
education, in an international environment, either by adopting a
curriculum such as that of the International Baccalaureate, Edexcel, or
Cambridge International Examinations, or by following a national
curriculum different from that of the school's country of residence.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_school

“International education can mean many different things and its
definition is debated. Some have defined two general meanings
according to its involvement of students. The first refers to education
that transcends national borders by the exchange of people, for example,
by students travelling to study at an international branch campus ,as part
of a study abroad program or as part of a student exchange program. The
second is a comprehensive approach to education that intentionally
prepares students to be active and engaged participants in an
interconnected world.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_education

How would you define international mindedness?
Questionnaire Responses:
“Understanding and respecting people from different cultures – embracing diversity.
It is such a multi-faceted concept it is very hard to define….”
“A belief in the value of pluralism. An understanding and celebration of the value
of diversity, in all its forms. Empathy for those who are different, while retaining
pride in one’s own identity.”
“To be open, respectful and accepting of others whether you see/feel/hear
similarities or differences.”
“Aware of our own culture and that of others – an understanding that people with
different perspectives, values, culture and understandings can also be right! Taking
positive advantage of the diversity that surrounds you – actively seeking to learn
about others. Appreciating that the diversity of human spirit is definitely central
among of the many challenges of this present time.”
“An understanding and celebration of the value of diversity, in all its forms. Accepting
and respecting this diversity.”
“I would define it as ensuring when children leave my school they have having an
understanding, caring & appreciation of the many complex links between cultures,
peoples & continents.”
“Often misunderstood. Still many prejudices and misconceptions.”
http://internationalmindedness.wordpress.com/2010/09/08/how-would-you-define-international-mindedness-at-the-moment/
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The IB describes attributes of international mindedness in
the IB learner profile.
Education for international mindedness values the world as
the broadest context for learning, develops conceptual
understanding across a range of subjects and offers
opportunities to inquire, act and reflect.
https://ibanswers.ibo.org/app/answers/detail/a_id/3341/~/what-is-international-mindedness%3F

“The IB learner profile will be at the heart of this common framework, as a clear
and concise statement of the aims and values of the IB, and an embodiment of
what the IB means by "international-mindedness".”
http://www.ibo.org/general/what.cfm

What it ISN’T...
The Five Fs:
• Flag waving
• Festivals
• Food
• Famous People
• Fashion
(Quoted by George Walker, Former IBO Director General)

“But if we remain merely at the
stage of celebrating diversity, we
ultimately are promoting
fragmentation, alienation,
separation and despair. You go your
way, I go my way, we both fly apart
– which is often what has
happened under the reign of the
pluralistic relativists….It is not
enough to recognize the many
ways in which we are different; we
need to go further and start
recognizing the many ways in
which we are also similar.”

What it IS...
The Three Cs:
• Cultural Understanding
• Communication
• Collaboration
+ Emotional Intelligence
(Quoted by George Walker, Former IBO Director General)

Some definitions from individual schools
At Kidurong International School, we believe we
are INTERNATIONALLY MINDED because we know about and
respect our own and other nationalities, cultures and traditions,
while learning and playing with our friends at school and we
show an interest in global issues, in an ever changing world.

We believe that International Mindedness is an attribute that will
be increasingly central to our lives.
We define international mindedness as:
‘An understanding and appreciation of the ways in which we are
different and similar.’

Part 3: The International Goals
The international goals are based on an understanding of the
characteristics of an international curriculum.
An international curriculum should develop in children:
• Knowledge and understanding beyond that related to their own nationality;
• An understanding of the independence and interdependence of peoples,
countries and cultures.
It should enable children to:
• Adapt to other education systems;
• Develop both a national and an international perspective.
It should include:
• A degree of focus on the host country;
• A degree of focus on the home country.
These characteristics should be reflected in the whole curriculum and in all other
aspects of school life. They are assumed in the subject and personal goals. So the
following international goals are, in effect, a summary of the international
outcomes of children’s learning at the three mileposts

Milepost 1
By the end of the school year in which they are 7, the vast majority of children will,
through their study of the International Primary Curriculum:
1.1 Know that children within the class and school have different home countries;
1.2 Know the names and approximate locations of the home countries of children
within the class (and/or school);
1.3 Know about some of the similarities and differences between the lives of children
in the different home countries and in the host country;
1.4 Be able to respect one another’s individuality and independence ;
1.5 Be able to work with each other where appropriate

Milepost 3
By the end of the school year in which they are 12, the vast majority
of children will, through their study of the International Primary
Curriculum:
3.1 Know about the key features related to the lives of people in their home country
and, where appropriate, their parents’ home countries;
3.2 Know about the key features related to the lives of people in the host country
and/or, where appropriate, other countries in which they have lived;
3.3 Know about ways in which the lives of people in the countries they have studied
affect each other;
3.4 Know about similarities and differences between the lives of people in different
countries;
3.5 Be able to explain how the lives of people in one country or group are affected by
the activities of other countries or groups;
3.6 Be able to identify ways in which people work together for mutual benefit;
3.7 Understand that there is value both in the similarities and the differences
between different countries.
(NB: By the lives of people in these goals we mean to include such things as the
history, geography, society, arts and traditions in the countries concerned. We also
mean to include the diversity of experience within those countries.)

Nearly four million people are expected to have visited an installation
at the Tower of London to mark the centenary of the start of World
War One by 12 November.
Blood Swept Lands And Seas Of Red by ceramic artist Paul Cummins has
proven so popular there have been calls for it to be extended....
The first ceramic poppy was planted in July and the final one will be
added on 11 November. By then, 888,246 poppies will fill the moat, each
one representing a British or colonial death during the conflict.
http://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-29935592

