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The British Embassy School Ankara

Curriculum Policy

Introduction


At BESA we are totally committed to the development of children who are safe and happy, who are respected and who respect others, and who want and are able to learn. An effective curriculum which offers flexibility and balance, and which personalises the learning experience of each pupil is essential to learning at BESA. 
Definition

The curriculum is the formal means by which BESA translates its aims and values into practice. It is comprised of all those activities and experiences encouraged within its framework to promote the intellectual, personal, social and physical development of learners. BESA also recognises that the curriculum does not only occur in the classroom but also in extra-curricular activities, the quality of relationships, the concern for equal opportunity, and the values that contribute to the ethos of the school. The wider curriculum is therefore the totality of these learning experiences.
Our Curriculum
The quality of learning, the breadth and balance of our programme and it’s suitability for pupils at BESA are all underpinned by our endeavours to provide a curriculum that:

· Offers a broad and balanced curriculum based on the National Curriculum (England & Wales), and the International Primary and Middles Years curricula, but is not bound by them.
· Encourages pupils to fulfil their potential in the many different areas relevant to their abilities, skills and interests.
· Develops knowledge, understanding and skills necessary 
(i) 
To progress with confidence to the next stage of their education through a process which encourages them to engage in lifelong learning 

(ii) 
To participate as internationally-minded citizens in a multi-ethnic and global society. 

(iii) 
To develop for themselves a healthy lifestyle. 

· Enables children to develop a sense of personal and cultural identity that is confident and open to change and is receptive and respectful to other identities. 

· Develops the key skills of literacy, numeracy and ICT. 

· promotes our personal goals of Adaptability, Cooperation, Communication, Creativity, Enquiry, Morality, Respect, Resilience, and Thoughtfulness
· Helps children acquire the study skills necessary to realise their learning potential. 

· Helps children become receptive to new ideas and to make independent and informed decisions on subjects and issues which affect themselves and others. 

· Helps children acquire an understanding of the social, economic and political issues of the world and of the interdependence of individuals, groups and nations. 

· Develops an appreciation of the complex human interaction with, and dependence upon the local and global environment and to develop a caring and responsible attitude to the environment. 

· Develops an appreciation of human achievement in the creative and expressive arts, science, technology, humanities and physical pursuits; and to experience a sense of personal achievement in some of these fields. 

In the curriculum models that we follow there is an understanding that: 
(i) All pupils are entitled to, and should be offered, a comparable range of educational opportunities. 

(ii)
There are differences in the abilities, aptitudes, interests and other characteristics of pupils which need to be catered for. 

(iii) 
The learning environment and teaching methodology are important factors in determining whether or not some of these aims are achieved. 
(iv) 
Co-curricular and extracurricular activities, such as school productions, fund raising activities, educational visits, residential all contribute to the total learning experience.
Curriculum details and time allocations
The following is a guide to the amount of time teachers aim to allocate to each subject area when planning the delivery of the curriculum. In our primary and middle schools, English and Maths are based upon the National Curriculum for England and Wales. All other subjects use the IPC and IMYC, an inquiry-based, cross-curricular curriculum organised into thematic units. Though these curricula are followed, teaching and learning is not bound by the curriculum. Where necessary the school day is adapted to meet the needs of our learners.
Additionally, Turkish and P.E are taught throughout the school by specialist teachers, as well as French from Year 5 upwards. Further, all pupils receive weekly library sessions with our librarian and BESA delivers a progressive programme of musical instrumentation.

BESA follows the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework for England supported by the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) Early Years Units of work. A free-flow model of indoor and outdoor learning is embedded in the Early Years stage.
In the primary school the class teacher is responsible for teaching the whole curriculum to their class with the exception of those subjects listed above. All subjects in our middle-school are taught by specialist teachers. 
Primary Years (MP1, MP2 and MP3)
The primary day contains approximately 5 teaching hours, thus 25 teaching hours within the school week. Hour allocations and directed time percentages, as listed below, exclude assemblies and golden time which is part of BESA’s behavioural system.
	Subject Area
	BESA Hours
	% of directed teaching time

	English
	4:00 – 5:00
	21%

	Mathematics
	4:00 – 5:00
	21%

	IPC
	6:00 – 8:00
	34%

	P.E.
	2:00
	8.5%

	Library
	1:00
	4.25

	MFL
	Turkish
	1:00
	4.25

	
	French (Y5 +)
	1:00
	4.25

	Instrumentation
	0:30
	2.1

	PSHE
	1:00
	4.25

	TOTAL
	23:30
	(100


 Middles Years (Milepost 4)
The Middle Years, consisting of Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, follow a different school day and timetable to the Primary school.  The teaching day consists of 7 50-minute periods, so 35 in the school week. Allocations listed below exclude assembly and morning form time.
	Subject Area
	Number of teaching periods
	% of directed teaching time

	Art 
	2 
	6%

	Dispositions 
	2 
	6%

	English (inc. drama)
	4
	12%

	Humanities
	3
	9%

	ICT 
	2 
	6%

	Instrumentation
	0.5 
	1.5%

	JMUN
	1 
	3%

	Mathematics
	4
	12%

	MFL (French and Turkish)
	3
	9%

	Music
	2
	6%

	Library
	0.5
	1.5%

	PE
	3
	9%

	Science 
	4
	12%

	Technology
	2 
	6%

	Well-being
	1
	3%

	TOTAL 
	34
	(100%


Curriculum Organisation 
Mileposts
The curriculum is split into 5 stages for different age groups known as ‘Mileposts’ based upon the IPC and IMYC framework:
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage)
             Nursery and Reception

Milepost 1




Years 1 and 2 (ages 5 to 7)

Milepost 2




Years 3 and 4 (ages 7 to 9)

Milepost 3




Years 5 and 6 (ages 9 to 11)

Milepost 4




Year 7/M1 (ages 11 to 12)







Year 8/M2 (ages 12 to 13)







Year 9/M3 (ages 13 to 14)

Early Years (EYFS)
The Nursery and Reception classes follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework for England supported by the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) Early Years Units of work.

The Early Years Foundation Stage framework sets out 7 areas of learning and development essential for enabling children to reach their potential. All areas of learning are important and interdependent. The three Prime areas are Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social & Emotional Development. These are strengthened and applied through four specific areas; Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts & Design.

Primary (MP1, MP2, MP3)
English and Maths are taught based upon the National Curriculum for England and Wales. Where possible both English and Maths are linked to thematic units in the IPC and IMYC. Phonics is taught from the Early years into Years 1 and 2, but may be taught in later years depending on the needs of the class cohort, group or individual learner. Subject Leaders in Maths and English, in collaboration with the curriculum and assessment assistant head; take responsibility for leading these areas of the curriculum.
The IPC is used to deliver the remaining subjects at BESA, through inquiry-based thematic units. The focus of the IPC is on development of skills, knowledge and understanding over three two year periods: Milepost 1 (Years 1 and 2), Milepost 2 (Years 3 and 4) and Milepost 3 (Years 5 and 6). The IPC is planned over two years periods with one to two units taught each term depending on the length of the unit. The overall coverage and tracking of IPC subjects over these two year periods is monitored by the IPC subject leader in collaboration with the curriculum and assessment head. 

The IPC covers the following subjects:
Art 

Geography
History

ICT

Music






International-Mindedness
P.E.

Science
Technology


The IPC also incorporates Personal Goals which are part of teaching and learning at BESA. The Personal Goals contribute significantly to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of learners at BESA and are tied to both the academic and pastoral curriculum provision. 

Middle Years (MP4)
In Year 7, 8 and 9 at BESA the IMYC curriculum allows pupils continue to learn through an innovative thematic approach to their learning, but one that also acknowledges the increasing rigor of taught subjects and their learning beyond BESA. Subjects are taught discreetly but are tied together through the ‘Big Idea’; a thematic concept that is interpreted differently in each subject but also offer opportunity t reflect and make connections between their different areas of learning. Years 7, 8 and 9 follow separate concurrent IMYC units which are typically half-termly but may be longer depending on the unit. The IMYC covers the following subjects:
Art
Dispositions
Humanities
ICT and Computing
Music

P.E
Science
Technology


English and Maths continue to be taught based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales, but are linked into the concepts and ideas of the theme being taught where possible.

JMUN is also a timetabled subject in the middle school. This develops pupils international-mindedness in a more political forum and informs are middle years learners on key global issues. JMUN is linked to regular inter-school collaborative conferences where learners extend their skills into the wider-community.
A detailed account of all BESA school curriculum policies and schemes can be seen at the school. Our curriculum is designed to ensure that children develop the skills they need to become confident, self motivated learners, who can engage with and solve challenges innovatively. 

Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) & Citizenship

The need for children to ‘Be Healthy; to Stay Safe; to Enjoy & Achieve; To achieve Economic Well-Being and to make a Positive Contribution to the Community lies at the heart of the primary and secondary curriculum. The programme for PSHE & Citizenship is integrated into the International Primary Curriculum and Middle Years Programme through the prescribed areas of interaction. In all key stages the SEAL programme is used to support the PSHE & Citizenship curriculum.
Special Educational Needs/ English as an Additional language
Teacher Assistants are employed to support class teachers where children have learning difficulties and English as an Additional Language (EAL). Learning Support Assistants are employed for ‘one to one’ support where a significant special educational need is identified (School Action plus) and private funds are made available to support the recommendations of an Educational Psychologist. (Refer to SEN policy) Where a child has a statement issued in the UK, school will discuss with parents, during the application process, the capacity of the school and local agencies in Ankara to meet the needs of the child appropriately. Where possible, the school will undertake to meet the needs of children with statements.
Enrichment Provision

All lessons are differentiated and teachers will extend and enrich a child’s curriculum appropriately. Opportunities for gifted and talented pupils to participate in extracurricular activities such as enrichment classes, competitions and performances and these are built into the curriculum and promoted whenever possible. (Refer to Gifted & talented policy) BESA follows the Code of practice on the identification and assessment of special educational needs. Children identified are not just those with learning difficulties but also relate to children who are high achievers and need further development.  It also includes those who have behavioral issues. Central to our policy is the desire to have the close involvement of parents.  

Information, Communication Technology (ICT)

ICT and computing is taught through the IPC and IMYC, and use of technology and relevant software is embedded throughout the whole curriculum to support and enhance learning opportunities in all subject areas. Computers, I-Pads and interactive whiteboard technology are available in all teaching areas.

Foreign Languages

The Turkish Language is taught to all age groups. Children receive differentiated programmes according to whether Turkish is their mother tongue, or a Modern Foreign Language. Children are taught by year group in Turkish learners or Turkish speakers groups. They are taught to communicate, speak, read and write in Turkish.  Turkish is taught from throughout the school.

French is taught from Year 5-9.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education 
Religious Education is not taught as a discreet subject at BESA. However, it is recognised that a knowledge and understanding of religious faiths and beliefs are important in understanding other cultures and contributing to international-mindedness. Where appropriate and obvious learning about religion may be covered, particularly in the IPC and IMYC. Speakers from religious groups may be invited into school to lead whole school assemblies.

Careers Education

The school makes provision for speakers to address children aged between eleven years and thirteen to discuss career choices and routes from school to the world of work. Students in Milepost 4 undertake a one week work experience placement during the summer term. Equally, educational visits to institutions and organisations are be used to promote different working environments and the people who work there. Throughout the secondary curriculum students are encouraged to see the relevance of their studies in relation to their personal attributes and aspirations.

Educational Visits

Educational Visits are used wherever possible to enrich and enhance the curriculum. A wide range of venues in Turkey and Ankara area are available for pupils across the whole age range. Residential visits feature from Milepost 2 upwards and are linked to IPC and IMYC units. This helps BESA pupils make links between classroom learning and outdoor learning, connects affective and cognitive learning experiences and develops pupils as individuals. One residential visit is offered each year, usually during the summer term. The school undertakes full risk assessments of all off site venues.

Extra Curricular Activities

Extracurricular clubs take place after school between 15:00 and 17:00.  Clubs are school based clubs and are provided by staff on a voluntary basis. There is a wide range of extra-curricular provision, including sports, games, music and more diverse subjects. Clubs typically run for a term but some clubs continue for longer periods. There is a minimal charge for children attending clubs.
Child Progress and Assessment

The School considers accurate and focused assessment as the cornerstone of high quality teaching. Such assessment allows for work to be planned and taught accurately as well as meeting the needs of the requirements of the children and ensuring high levels of expectation and support. Marking is part of the dialogue that exists between teacher and pupil. We see marking as a positive and constructive activity and not merely a record of what is right and what is wrong. 

As well as ongoing assessment procedures, biannual computer-based tests are administered during the autumn and summer terms. These are supported by ability and pastoral assessments to provide the fullest picture possible of our learners at BESA.
Homework

Homework is a crucial element of the Home/School partnership. It gives parents the opportunity, from the outset, to support their children in their learning whilst enabling them to reinforce the work covered at school. There are varying tasks which are set to include learning tables and spellings, sharing reading books and also topic work. Parents who support their children with homework tasks provide a powerful reinforcement of the status of School and of their child’s work and education. Some of the work will be of an investigative nature, in which other members of the family may wish to become involved.

Sex and Relationship Education

The Staff and Governors of BESA support the teaching of relevant sex education.  In partnership with parents and as part of the entitlement to the curriculum, great care is taken in matching the approach to sex education to the maturity of the children.

The Governors, in partnership with BESA and having regard to representations made to them by the DfES Circular 5/94, feel it absolutely necessary that parents are informed of the sex education policy and the essential principles under which it will be developed;

 sex education will be delivered sensitively

 A variety of materials will be used including videos.  These materials will be available for parents to see prior to use in the classroom

 sex education will be discussed with the children in the context of a stable relationship

 Where appropriate, children’s questions will be answered honestly and factually as they arise.  Particularly difficult questions will be referred to parents in consultation with the class teacher

 sex education with older children (Years 5,6,7 and 8) will be discussed in terms of mechanics and emotions

 parents with views as to the suitability of sex education should in the first instance discuss the matter with the Head teacher

Our curriculum ensures that every child develops the key learning steps defined within that documentation, but we have developed a more expansive approach to its delivery that ensures our children receive experiences and opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills and attributes in ways that will guarantee learning is relevant and exciting. We ensure that learning at BESA broadens the aspirations, values and opportunities for every child as they grow and develop.
There is an emphasis is on flexibility in the timetable and professional freedom to enable teachers to meet the needs of learners. This means that teaching and learning at BESA is not constrained by the curriculum but instead allows the curriculum to be utilised to offer the best learning experiences that can be achieved.

These curricula form the basis of the learning experiences that children enjoy during their time at the BESA. However to us, the curriculum goes far beyond the legally required elements of the English National Curriculum, IPC and IMYC documentation and involves the rich fabric of creative, cultural, sporting and intellectual opportunities children receive during their time at our school.
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