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“International education can mean many different things 

and its definition is debated. Some have defined two 

general meanings according to its involvement of 

students. The first refers to education that transcends 

national borders by the exchange of people, for example, 

by students travelling to study at an international branch by students travelling to study at an international branch 

campus ,as part of a study abroad program or as part of a 

student exchange program. The second is a 

comprehensive approach to education that intentionally 

prepares students to be active and engaged participants 

in an interconnected world.”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_education



The Five Fs:

• Flag waving

• Festivals

What it ISN’T...

• Festivals

• Food

• Famous People

• Fashion 
(George Walker, Former IBO Director General)



“But if we remain merely at the 

stage of celebrating diversity, we 

ultimately are promoting 

fragmentation, alienation, 

separation and despair. You go your 

way, I go my way, we both fly apart 

– which is often what has 

happened under the reign of the happened under the reign of the 

pluralistic relativists….It is not 

enough to recognize the many 

ways in which we are different; we 

need to go further and start 

recognizing the many ways in 

which we are also similar.”



The Three Cs:

• Cultural Understanding

• Communication

What it IS...

• Communication

• Collaboration

+ Emotional Intelligence

(George Walker, Former IBO Director General)



Moral relativism is the view that ethical standards, morality, and 

positions of right or wrong are culturally based and therefore subject to 

a person's individual choice. We can all decide what is right for 

ourselves.

Moral Relativism

www.moral-relativism.com/









Africa is 30 million km2; Greenland is 2 million km2













IPC Key Themes

• Similarities and differences

• Home and host country

• Independence and interdependence



Part 3: The International Goals

The international goals are based on an understanding of the 

characteristics of an international curriculum.

An international curriculum should develop in children:

• Knowledge and understanding beyond that related to their own nationality;

• An understanding of the independence and interdependence of peoples, 

countries and cultures.

It should enable children to:

• Adapt to other education systems;• Adapt to other education systems;

• Develop both a national and an international perspective.

It should include: 

• A degree of focus on the host country;

• A degree of focus on the home country.

These characteristics should be reflected in the whole curriculum and in all other 

aspects of school life. They are assumed in the subject and personal goals. So the 

following  international goals are, in effect, a summary of the international 

outcomes of children’s learning at the three mileposts



Milepost 1

By the end of the school year in which they are 7, the vast majority of children will, 

through their study of the International Primary Curriculum:

1.1    Know that children within the class and school have different home countries;

1.2    Know the names and approximate locations of the home countries of children 1.2    Know the names and approximate locations of the home countries of children 

within the class (and/or school);

1.3    Know about some of the similarities and differences between the lives of children 

in the different home countries and in the host country;

1.4    Be able to respect one another’s individuality and independence ;

1.5    Be able to work with each other where appropriate



Milepost 3

By the end of the school year in which they are 12, the vast majority 

of children will, through their study of the International Primary 

Curriculum:

3.1    Know about the key features related to the lives of people in their home country 

and, where appropriate, their parents’ home countries;

3.2    Know about the key features related to the lives of people in the host country 

and/or, where appropriate, other countries in which they have lived;

3.3    Know about ways in which the lives of people in the countries they have studied 

affect each other;affect each other;

3.4    Know about similarities and differences between the lives of people in different 

countries;

3.5    Be able to explain how the lives of people in one country or group are affected by 

the activities of other countries or groups;

3.6    Be able to identify ways in which people work together for mutual benefit;

3.7    Understand that there is value both in the similarities and the differences 

between different countries.

(NB: By the lives of people in these goals we mean to include such things as the 

history, geography, society, arts and traditions in the countries concerned. We also 

mean to include the diversity of experience within those countries.)






