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Reading for Pleasure
Welcome



Why read?

For information (facts)



For purpose, directions of 
instructions (new things)



For opinions



For entertainment (pleasure)



What is reading for pleasure?

“Reading that we do of our own free-will, anticipating the 
satisfaction that we will get from the act of reading.”

(National Literacy Trust)



Why is reading for pleasure important?

- Increases empathy, relationships with others and improve wellbeing (The 

Reading Agency, 2015)



Why is reading for pleasure important?

- Social benefits – enabling people to feel more connected to the wider 

community, understanding their identity (The Reading Agency, 2015)



Why is reading for pleasure important?

- Students with positive attitudes to reading are more likely to read at 

or above the expected level for their age (Clark, 2014)



Why is reading for pleasure important?

-There is a strong association between the amount of reading for 
pleasure students say they do and their reading achievement. (Twist, 
2007)



Why is reading for pleasure important?

- Students who read for pleasure make significantly more progress in 
vocabulary, spelling and maths than children who read very little 
(Sullivan and Brown 2013). 



Why is reading for pleasure important?
- Teachers who encourage students to read books of their choice for pleasure is a major 

contribution towards students developing a positive attitude towards reading and a life-long 
interest in reading. (International Reading Association, 2014). 



Why is reading for pleasure important?





What do we do at BESA to promote 
reading?

Our reading curriculum

Phonics



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Our reading curriculum

1:1 Reading 

Some tips for how to read with your child 1:1 will be sent as an attachment with this PowerPoint



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Our reading curriculum

Guided Reading  
A focus on wider reading skills and developing children to move 
beyond their current level

- Literal retrieval
- Deduction
- Inference
- Authorial intent



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Our reading curriculum

Shared Reading 
Sharing books and texts to immerse children in book talk

- Enjoyment
- Understanding the text
- Interpreting what the author has said



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Our reading curriculum

Reading across the curriculum



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure

Weekly library 
session



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure: class ‘read-alouds’



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  allocated time for children to read in class



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  fully stocked and attractive book corners



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  fully stocked and attractive book corners



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  fully stocked and attractive book corners



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  visits to book stores to choose class-library 
books



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  Book Week and Poetry Weeks (in-person)



What do we do at BESA to promote reading for pleasure?
Reading for pleasure:  Book Week and Poetry Weeks (virtual)



October 2021:  Are you read to at home?
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How can you help your child foster a love of reading?

READ!

Be a reading role model

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/5-ways-to-be-reading-role-model.html


How can you help your child foster a love of learning?

READ!

Listen to your child read 



How can you help your child foster a love of reading?

READ!

To your child



How can you help your child foster a love of reading?

READ!

Provide your child with access to good quality books



Challenges:

WHICH BOOKS SHOULD I READ TO 
MY CHILD?

Any!
Any genre…
Any language…
Childhood favourites…
Book you are curious about…
Above/below/at the level of your child’s reading

At the end of this slideshow links will be provided to websites to help find good books

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/children
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/


Challenges:

WHICH BOOKS SHOULD MY CHILD READ INDEPENDENTLY??

Any!

Any genre…
Any book/comic/magazine that they want to read



Challenges:
WHICH BOOKS SHOULD MY CHILD READ INDEPENDENTLY??
How can I find books that my child will like?

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/


Challenges:
Which level book should my child read?



Challenges:
TIME

Set aside 10-15 minutes to read with your child



Challenges:
OTHER DISTRACTIONS



Challenges:
Reluctant readers
Not feeling like reading
Parental anxiety



USEFUL WEBISTES for HELP LISTENING TO YOUR CHILD READ

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-your-child

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/parents/ten-tips-on-hearing-your-child-read

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbxby9q

https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/

https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/
https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/
https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/
https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/
https://crackingtheabccode.com/listening-to-your-child-read/


USEFUL WEBISTES for FINDING BOOKS

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/

https://www.booksfortopics.com/

https://www.goodreads.com/genres/childrens?original_shelf=children-s

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/

https://theclassreader.wordpress.com/category/which-books-for-my-child/

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/genres/childrens?original_shelf=children-s
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://theclassreader.wordpress.com/category/which-books-for-my-child/


USEFUL PLACES TO SOURCE BOOKS IN ANKARA

https://www.bookdepository.com/
https://www.amazon.com.tr/
https://shop.beano.com/beano-comic-subscription
https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/Subscription/Gift
https://theclassreader.wordpress.com/2021/01/25/e-readers-to-promote-reading-for-pleasure/


USEFUL TWITTER ACCOUNTS TO FOLLOW

Books for Topics (Alison) @booksfortopics
@jonnybid
@MrEPrimary
#PrimarySchoolBookClub @PrimarySchoolBC
Picture books blogger @pbookblogger
Carrie Gelson @CarriesGelson
@SchoolReading
Julie Anna Douglas @JulieAnnaPoetry
Dr Jess French @Zoologist_Jess
Children’s Laureate @UKLaureate
#WritingRocks @WritingRocks
Scholastic @Scholastic
@MichaelRosenYes
@MacmillanKidsUK

https://www.doodlelearning.com/blog/hashtags/PrimarySchoolBookClub
https://www.doodlelearning.com/blog/hashtags/WritingRocks



